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féclt;p&gt;&lt;/p&gt;&lt;p&gt;The Church&#39;s power was further weakened by the P
rotestant Reformation in 1517 when German theologian Martin Luther nailed his Ni
nety-five&#127824; Theses criticising the selling of indulgences to the church d

oor. He was subsequently excommunicated in the papal bull Exsurge Domine&#127824
; iIn 1520 and his followers were condemned in the 1521 Diet of Worms, which divi

ded German princes between Protestant and&#127824; Roman Catholic faiths.[146] R
eligious fighting and warfare spread with Protestantism.[147] The plunder of the
empires of the Americas allowed Spain&#127824; to finance religious persecution

in Europe for over a century.[148] The Thirty Years War (1618aAi1648) crippled th

e Holy Roman Empire&#127824; and devastated much of Germany, killing between 25
and 40 percent of its population.[149] In the aftermath of the Peace&#127824; of
Westphalia, France rose to predominance within Europe.[150] The defeat of the O
ttoman Turks at the Battle of Vienna in&#127824; 1683 marked the historic end of

Ottoman expansion into Europe.[151]&lt;/p&gt;
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