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&lt;p&gt; The Age of Enlightenment was a powerful intellectual movement during th

e 18th century promoting scientific and reason-based thoughts.[160][161][162] Di
scontent with&#127877; the aristocracy and clergy&#39;s monopoly on political po
wer in France resulted in the French Revolution, and the establishment of the&#1
27877; First Republic as a result of which the monarchy and many of the nobility
perished during the initial reign of&#127877; terror.[163] Napoleon Bonaparte r

ose to power in the aftermath of the French Revolution, and established the Firs

t French Empire that,&#127877; during the Napoleonic Wars, grew to encompass lar
ge parts of Europe before collapsing in 1815 with the Battle of Waterloo.[164][1
65]&#127877; Napoleonic rule resulted in the further dissemination of the ideals

of the French Revolution, including that of the nation state,&#127877; as well

as the widespread adoption of the French models of administration, law and educa
tion.[166][167][168] The Congress of Vienna, convened&#127877; after Napoleon&#3
9;s downfall, established a new balance of power in Europe centred on the five &
quot;Great Powers&quot;: the UK, France,&#127877; Prussia, Austria and Russia.[1
69] This balance would remain in place until the Revolutions of 1848, during whi

ch liberal uprisings affected&#127877; all of Europe except for Russia and the U

K. These revolutions were eventually put down by conservative elements and few&#
127877; reforms resulted.[170] The year 1859 saw the unification of Romania, as

a nation state, from smaller principalities. In 1867, the&#127877; Austro-Hungar

ilan empire was formed; 1871 saw the unifications of both Italy and Germany as na

tion-states from smaller principalities.[171]&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;In 1933, Hitler&#127877; became the leader of Germany and began to work

towards his goal of building Greater Germany. Germany re-expanded and took&#127
877; back the Saarland and Rhineland in 1935 and 1936. In 1938, Austria became a
part of Germany following the Anschluss.&#127877; Later that year, following th

e Munich Agreement signed by Germany, France, the United Kingdom, and Italy, Ger
many annexed the Sudetenland,&#127877; which was a part of Czechoslovakia inhabi
ted by ethnic Germans, and in early 1939, the remainder of Czechoslovakia was sp
lit&#127877; into the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia, controlled by Germany
and the Slovak Republic. At the time, the United Kingdom&#127877; and France pr

eferred a policy of appeasement.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;The model of the Blue Banana was designed as an economic geographic rep

resentation of&#127877; the respective economic power of the regions, which was
further developed into the Golden Banana or Blue Star. The trade&#127877; betwee
n East and West, as well as towards Asia, which had been disrupted for a long ti
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